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Academic Experience 

2020-present    University of Minnesota, Minneapolis MN  
   Center for Global Health and Social Responsibility 
   Director, Interprofessional Educational Programs 

2014-present   University of Minnesota School of Public Health, Minneapolis MN 
Division of Health Policy and Management 
Associate Professor (2014-2021), Professor (2021-present);  

   Distinguished University Teaching Professor 

2014-present  University of Minnesota School of Public Health, Minneapolis MN 
Director, Executive (2014-present), Traditional (2015-2022), and  
Distance (2020-present) Public Health Administration & Policy MPH programs 

1995-2014  Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine  Chicago IL 
   Clinical Assistant Professor of Medicine, 1995-1998 

Clinical Associate Professor of Preventive Medicine, 1998-2014 
MPH Program Director, 2009-2014 
Adjunct Associate Professor, Department of Anthropology, 2009-2014 

Professional Experience 

2008-2010  Intelligent Medical Objects, Northbrook IL – Senior Medical Terminologist 
  Designed controlled vocabularies for interface between electronic health 

information databases (e.g., SNOMED, LOINC, ICD-9, HCPCS, CPT, GWAS) 

2006-2008  Dearborn Advisors, Chicago IL – Medical Officer  
   Implemented enterprise-wide health care information systems 

2003-2006  Scientific Technologies Corporation, Tucson AZ – Chief Medical Officer 
Designed, built, and implemented electronic infectious disease surveillance 
systems for local, state, federal (CDC NEDSS), and international (Special 
Administrative Region of Hong Kong, Canada Health|Santé Canada, Australia 
Department of Health and Aged Care ) 
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2002-2003  Illinois Department of Public Health   Chicago/Springfield IL 
Deputy Medical Director; directed Health Protection Division, managed 2003 
civilian smallpox vaccination campaign 

2000-2002  Chicago Board of Health  Chicago IL 
   President 

1995-2001  Evanston Hospital  Evanston IL 
   Senior Attending, Infectious Disease 
   Hospital Epidemiologist 

1993-1994  Chicago Department of Public Health  Chicago, IL 
   Medical Director, TB Control 

1990-1995  Cook County Hospital  Chicago IL 
   Senior Physician, Division of Infectious Diseases 
   Hospital Epidemiologist 

Education   

1995   University of Illinois   Chicago IL 
   MPH, Concentration in Biostatistics and Epidemiology 

1985   Harvard Medical School   Boston MA 
   MD  

1978   Yale University   New Haven CT 
   BA in history, cum laude  

Courses taught 

Currently 
PubH 6718 Introduction to Public Health Informatics (University of Minnesota) 
PubH 7741 Leadership and Managing Change (University of Minnesota) 
PubH 7784 Master’s Project Seminar (University of Minnesota) 
TRM 32001 Pandemics and Emergency Management (University of Chicago Graham School) 

Previously 
Management of Health Organizations (University of Minnesota) 
Communicable Diseases and Public Health (Northwestern University Program in Public Health) 
Public Health Informatics (Northwestern University Program in Public Health) 
Humanitarian Response (Northwestern University Program in Public Health) 
Introduction to Public Health (Northwestern University Department of Anthropology) 
Foundations of Health and Society (Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine) 
Topics in Emergency Management: Critical Infrastructure Vulnerabilities (University of Chicago Graham 
School) 

Grants 

DHHS Office of the National Coordinator Public Health Information Technology Workforce Development 
Program, 9/2021-9/2025 - $8,200,000  

UMN-USAID One Health Workforce (OHW) project, 2014-2018, in East Africa (investigator) 
 NUCATS Community Engaged Research Partnership Building Grant, 2012-2013 - $25,000 
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Portes Foundation Grant, 2010 - $100,000 
Great Cities Faculty Seed Fund, 1994 - $10,000 
National Foundation for Infectious Disease Young Investigator Matching Grant Award, 1990 - $5,000 

Grant Reviews 

Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, TB Initiative, National Advisory Committee, 1993-1996 
Alliance for Research in Chicagoland Communities Grant Reviews 2010, 2011, 2012 

University and Program Committees 

University of Minnesota School of Public Health: Core Curriculum Redesign, 2014-2019; Education Policy 
Committee, 2015-; multiple programs’ admissions committees 

Northwestern Program in Public Health: Executive Committee, 2001-2013, Professional Experience 
Committee, 2001-2008, Evaluation Committee, 2008-2013; Medical School: Curriculum Renewal, Health and 
Society Workgroup, 2010-2013; University: Globalization Workgroup of the University’s Strategic Plan, 
2010; NUFSM Steering Committee on Global Health Education, 2011-2014; 2013 One Book One 
Northwestern Steering Committee, 2009-2014 

Volunteer Activities (current only) 

UMN Medical Reserve Corps, 2019- 

External Committee and Board Appointments 

Current/Recent 
National Academy of Science, Engineering, and Medicine Public Health Emergencies Workshop Planning, 
October 2023-May 2024 

ONC PHIT Workforce Standard Occupational Classification (SOC) Workgroup, June 2023- 
Region V Public Health Training Center Strategic Skills Subcommittee, 2019- 
Otho Sprague Institute Board of Directors, 2001- , Secretary, 2009-2014, Vice President, 2014-2019, Chair, 
Programs and Grants Committee 2014-2019, Board Executive Committee 2009-2024, President 2019-2024 

Past 
Chicago Department of Health Tactical Advisory Group; Chicago Metropolitan TB Coalition (member 1993-
1999, co-chair, 1998-1999); Regional Health Coalition, 2001-present; SHEA Practice Councilor, 1997-1998, 
SHEA Treasurer 2001-2002, SHEA Annual Meeting Planning Committee 1998-present; SHEA Annual 
Meeting Scientific Program Chair, 2002; IDSA Committee on Professional Development and Equity 
(member 1998-1999, chair 2000-2002); Bally Total Fitness Sports Medicine Advisory Board, 2000-2004; 
NALBOH Executive Board, 2001-2003; AMIA Public Health and Public Policy Committee, 2003-2005; City 
of Chicago Board of Trustees, Policemen’s and Firemen’s Death Benefit Fund, 2000-2002 

Awards 

University of Minnesota School of Public Health Charles N. Hewitt Creative Teaching Award, 2025 
University of Minnesota Award for Outstanding Contributions to Graduate and Professional Education,   

Academy of Distinguished Teachers, 2021 
University of Minnesota Council of Graduate Students Outstanding Advising and Mentoring Award, 2016 
University of Chicago Graham School Excellence in Teaching Award, 2014 
Delta Omega Innovative Curriculum Award, Runner Up, 2013, Assembling a community health assessment 

wiki as a teaching and learning tool.   
Northwestern Program in Public Health Teacher of the Year, 2012-2013 
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Feinberg Academy of Medical Educators, Member (2011- 2014) 
Delta Omega, 2010, 2015 
Institute of Medicine of Chicago, Fellow (2001) 
Best Doctors in Chicago, 1995- 2001 
Evanston Hospital, Attending of the Year, 1995-1996, Honorable Mention, 1996-1997 
Cook County Hospital, Consulting Attending of the Year - Honorable Mention, 1991 -1992 

  Rush-Presbyterian-St. Luke's Medical Center:  Intern of the Year 1985-1986; Resident of 
  the year, 1986-1987, 1987-1988 

  Yale College: BA  cum laude 
  Yale College: Jackson Prize (for contribution to Yale and residential college) 

Manuscript Reviewer 

Annals of Internal Medicine 
Clinical Infectious Diseases  
Infection Control and Hospital Epidemiology 
Journal of Public Health Practice and Management 
Journal of Infectious Diseases  
PLoS ONE 

Professional Memberships 

  American College of Physicians, Fellow 
  Infectious Disease Society of America, Fellow 
  American Society for Microbiology, Member 
  Society of Healthcare Epidemiologists of America (SHEA), Fellow 
  American Public Health Association, Member 
  American Medical Informatics Association, Member 
  International Health Data Linkage Network, Member 

Certification, Licensure, and Identifying Numbers 

  Board certified in internal medicine: 9/1988, #118089 
  Board certified in infectious disease, 11/1990, #118089 
  Recertified in internal medicine and infectious disease, 5/2000, #118089 

Bibliography (student and trainee coauthor names underlined) 

1. Wurtz RM. Teaching the teachers. Harvard Med Alum Bull 1985; 59:1 
2. Wurtz RM, Knospe WN. Malassezia furfur fungemia in a patient without the usual predisposing risk 

factors. Ann Intern Med 1988; 109:432-433 
3. Pons VG, Wurtz R. Vascular graft infections: a 25 year experiences of 170 cases. J Vasc Surg 1991;13: 

751-3 
4. Wurtz RM. Infectious diseases in the international traveler. Clin Micro Newsletter 1991;13:41-44 
5. Wurtz RM, Sahm D, Flaherty J. Gentamicin-resistant, streptomycin-susceptible enterococci. J Inf Dis 

1991;163:1393 
6. Khalil T, Uzoaru I, Nadimpalli V, Wurtz R. Splenic tuberculous abscess in HIV positive patients: a report 

of two patients and a review of the literature. Clin Inf Dis  1992;14: 1265-1266 
7. Wurtz RM, Kocka FE, Peters CS, et al. Clinical characteristics of seven cases of  diarrhea associated with 

novel acid-fast organism in the stool. Clin Inf Dis 1993;16:136-138 
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8. Wurtz RM, Quader Z, Simon D, Langer B. Cervical tuberculous vertebral osteomyelitis: a case report and 
a review of the literature. Clin Inf Dis 1993;16:806-808 

9. Moye G, Jovanovic B, Wurtz RM. Handwashing machines as a possible source of nosocomial infection. 
Am J Infect Cont 1994,22:228-230. 

10. Wurtz RM. Cyclospora: a newly identified intestinal pathogen in humans. Clin Infect Dis 1994;18:620-3 
11. Wurtz RM, Karajovic M, Dacumos E, Jovanovic B, Hanumadass M.  Nosocomial infections in a burn 

intensive care unit. Burns 1995;3:181-184 
12. Wurtz RM, O’Neal B, Dolan M, Azarcon E.  Students and infection control: screening programs for 

occupationally acquired infectious diseases and bloodborne pathogen education. Am J Infect Cont 
1994;22:322-324 

13. Wurtz R, Fernandez J, Jovanovic B. Real and apparent tuberculin skin test conversions in a cohort of 
medical students. Infect Control Hosp Epi 1994;15:516-519 

14. Wurtz RM, Fronda G, Kocka F, Peters C. Gastric involvement by Stongyloides stercoralis. Amer J Trop 
Med Hyg 1994;51:339-340 

15. Wurtz R. Infection control in public hospitals. Infect Control Hosp Epi 1995;16:642-646 
16. Wurtz R, DeMarais P, Kocka F, McAuley J, Dietrich S. Specimen contamination in a mycobacteriology  

lab. J Clin Micro 1996;34:1017-1019; Comment in: J Clin Micro 1996;34:3257 
17. Wurtz R, Lama J, Lee C, Kuharik J. A new class of close contacts: TST conversions in TB field staff. J 

Home Health Care Management Pract 1996;2:28-31 
18. Cocchiarella L, Cohen R, Conroy L, Wurtz R. Positive tuberculin skin test reactions among housestaff at 

a public hospital. Am J Inf Cont 1996;24:7-12 
19. Wurtz R. Administrative controls for tuberculosis: “if you keep doing what you’ve always done, you’ll 

keep getting what you’ve always got.” [Editorial] Infect Cont Hosp Epi 1996;17:409-411 
20. Wurtz R, Itokazu G, Rodvold K. Antimicrobial dosing in obesity. Clinical Infect Dis 1997;25:112-118 
21. Wurtz R, Conroy L, Kaul K. Failure of PCR amplification to detect airborne TB. Molecular Diagnosis 

1997;2:183-186 
22. Wurtz R. Psychiatric disease appearing as infection. Clin Infect Dis 1998;26:924-932 
23. Wurtz R, Check I. Varicella despite varicella vaccination in a healthcare worker. Infect Cont Hosp Epi 

1999;20:561-562 
24. Wurtz R, White W. The cost of tuberculosis: charges and utilization for the diagnosis and treatment of 

tuberculosis in a public health system. Internat J Tb Lung Dis 1999;5:382-387 
25. Enzler M, Agins H, Kogan M, Kudrna J, Sand P, Culligan P, Wurtz R. Osteomyelitis of the pubis 

following suspension of the neck of the bladder using bone anchors. J Bone Jt Surg 1999;81-A;1736-
1740 

26. Wurtz R, Ceaser S. Adipose redistribution associated with better CD4 response. Clin Infect Dis 
2000;31:1497-1498 

27. Wurtz R, Paleologos N. LaCrosse encephalitis presenting like herpes encephalitis in an 
immunocompromised man. Clin Infect Dis 2000;31:1113-1114 

28. Rutecki G, Wurtz R, Thomson RB. Tinea barbae: from animal to man. Clinical Infect Dis Rep 
2000;2:433-437 

29. Wurtz R, Wittrock B, Lavin MA, Zawacki A. Do new surgeons have higher surgical site infection rates? 
Infect Cont Hosp Epi 2001;22:375-377 

30. Wurtz R, Cameron B. Electronic laboratory reporting for the infectious disease physician and clinical 
microbiologist. Clin Infect Dis 2005;40:1638-1643 
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31. Oberleitner R, Wurtz R, Popovich ML, Fiedler R, Moncher T, Laxminarayan S, Reischl U. Health 
informatics: a roadmap for autism knowledge sharing. Proceedings of the International Council on 
Medical and Care Compunetics. The Hague, 2005 

32. Wurtz R. The role of public health in health information exchanges. J Public Health Manag Practice 
2013;19:485-487 

33. Ragavan MI, Iyengar K, Wurtz RM. Physical intimate partner violence in northern India. Qual Health 
Res. 2014;24:457-73 

34. Bartlett C, Wurtz R. Twitter and public health. J Public Health Manag Practice. 2015;21:375-83  
35. Ragavan MI, Iyengar K, Wurtz RM. Perceptions of options available for victims of intimate partner 

violence in northern India. Violence Against Women 2015;21:652-75 
36. Wrigley-Field E, Garcia S, Leider JP, Robertson C, Wurtz R. Racial disparities in COVID-19 and excess 

mortality in Minnesota. Socius. 2020;6:1-4 https://doi.org/10.1177/2378023120980918 
37. Togun AT, Karaca-Mandic P, Wurtz R, Jeffrey M, Beebe T. Association of 3 CDC opioid prescription 

guidelines for chronic pain and 2 payer pharmacy coverage changes on opioid initiation practices. J 
Manag Care Spec Pharm. 2021;27:1352-1364. doi: 10.18553/jmcp.2021.27.10.1352. PMID: 34595944; 
Journal of Managed Care Pharmacy 2020 Award for Excellence 

38. Mikal J, Grande S, Wurtz R. Social media as a modern emergency broadcast system: a longitudinal 
qualitative study of social media during COVID-19 and its impacts on social connection and social 
distancing compliance. Computers in Human Behavior Reports 2021;4:100137. doi: 
10.1016/j.chbr.2021.100137.  

39. Mikal J, Grande S, Wurtz R. Older adults’ computer-mediated communication engagement following 
COVID-19 and its impact on access to community, information and resource exchange: a longitudinal, 
qualitative study. Gerontol Geriatr Med. 2021;7:doi: 10.1177/23337214211052201 

40. Togun AT, Mandic PK, Wurtz R, Jeffery MM, Beebe T. Association of opioid fills with Centers for 
Disease Control and prevention opioid guidelines and payer coverage policies: physician, insurance and 
geographic factors. Int J Clin Pharm. 2022 Apr;44(2):428-438. doi: 10.1007/s11096-021-01360-w. Epub 
2021 Dec 2. PMID: 34855069; PMCID: PMC8636786. 

41. Togun AT, Karaca-Mandic P, Wurtz R, Jeffrey M, Beebe T. Changes in opioid marketing practices 
following the CDC Guideline release. American Journal of Managed Care. 2022 Oct;28(10):507-513.doi: 
10.37765/ajmc.2022.89248. 

42. Robinson R, Alden J, Crane K, Rothholz M, Watkins T, Wu J, Wurtz R. Expansion of community 
pharmacies’ role in public vaccine delivery to children: Opportunities and need. J Amer Pharm Assoc 
2022;62:1514-1517 

43. Abhold J, Wozniak A, Mulcahy J, Walsh S, Zepeda E, Demmer R, Yendell S, Hedberg C, Ulrich A, 
Wurtz R, Beebe T. Demographic, social, and behavioral correlates of SARS-CoV-2 seropositivity in a 
representative, population-based study of Minnesota residents. PLoS One. 2023 Jun 15;18(6):e0279660. 
doi: 10.1371/journal.pone.0279660. PMID: 37319239; PMCID: PMC10270347 

44. Rajamani S, Waterfield KC, Austin R, Singletary, Odowa Y, Miles-Richardson S, Winters T, Powers B, 
LaRoche F, Trachet S, Fritz J, Leider JP, Wurtz R, Shah GH. Training in public health informatics and 
technology leveraging a multi-institutional partnership model and emphasizing experiential learning. 
Appl Clin Inform 2024;15:668–678. DOI https://doi.org/10.1055/s-0044-1787979 

45. Usset TJ, Godzik C, Harris JI, Wurtz RM, et al. Building social support and moral healing on nursing 
units: Designing and testing a culture change intervention pilot. Behav Sci 2024;14:796. doi: 
10.3390/bs14090796 

https://doi.org/10.1177%2F2378023120980918
https://doi.org/10.1055/s-0044-1787979
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46. Galarraga G,  Wurtz R , Di Stefano M, et al. Impact of a physical activity program on the health-related 
quality of life in pediatric cancer patients: a study protocol. Frontiers in Sports and Active Living. 2025;7: 
DOI=10.3389/fspor.2025.1559431 

47. Wurtz R, Baez M, Rajamani S. Assessment tool for mobile public and population health apps. 
Submitted. 

48. Wurtz R, Rajamani S, Baez M. Using generative artificial intelligence to create and detect public health 
misinformation. Manuscript in preparation. 

Book Chapters and Books 

1. Wurtz R, Addington W. Tuberculosis, in Yearbook of Pulmonary Disease, 1994, Bone R, ed. (Mosby, 
1994) 

2. Wurtz R. Infection control in public hospitals, in A Practical Handbook for Healthcare Epidemiologists. 
SLACK, 1998) 

3. Woeltje K, Wurtz R. Desktop computers in hospital infection control, in Hospital Epidemiology and 
Infection Control (3rd edition, 2004) 

4. Woeltje K, Selleck J, Wurtz R. Personal, laptop, and mobile computing in hospital epidemiology, in 
Hospital Epidemiology and Infection Control (4th edition, 2011) 

Workshop Proceedings 

Optimizing Federal, State, and Local Response to Public Health Emergencies - A Workshop. May 30-31, 2024. 
National Academy of Science, Engineering, and Medicine. 
https://www.nationalacademies.org/event/42703_05-2024_optimizing-federal-state-and-local-response-to-
public-health-emergencies-a-workshop? 

Non-Peer Reviewed Commentary 

Wurtz R. Public health informatics technology competency model. United States Department of Labor 
Employment and Training Administration. Competency Model Clearing House. 
https://www.careeronestop.org/CompetencyModel/competency-models/pyramid-
download.aspx?industry=public-health-it 

Baez M, Rajamani S, Wurtz R. Comment  on “Statistical Policy Directive No. 10, Standard Occupational 
Classification (SOC)-Updates for 2028”. Federal Register. Doc # 2024-12825. August 14, 2024 

Abstracts, Posters, and Letters (student and trainee coauthor names underlined) 

1. Barrett J, Wurtz K, Sheaff C, Wurtz R. Preservation of the traumatically ruptured spleen in laboratory 
dogs. American College of Surgeons Annual Meeting, 1985 

2. Ramp J, Rezak M, Simon L, Wurtz R. A new cause of chest pain. New Eng J Med 1985; 313:1662-63 
[letter] 

3. Wurtz RM, Sande MA. Cefotetan and coagulopathy. J Inf Dis 1989; 160:555-556 [letter] 
4. Wurtz RM, Abrams D, Becker S, Jacobson MA, et al. Anaphylactoid drug reactions to ciprofloxacin and 

rifampicin in HIV-infected patients. Lancet 1989; i:955-956 [letter] 
5. Wurtz RM, Kocka FE, Peters CS, et al.  Blue-green algae identified in stool of six patients with diarrhea. 

In: Programs and abstracts of the 31st Interscience Conference on Antimicrobial Agents and 
Chemotherapy [# 549]. Washington, DC: American Society for Microbiology, 1991 

6. Hayden M, Koenig G, Harris A, Kuritza A, Oehler M, Kocka F, Wurtz R, Trenholme G. Emergence of 
high-level vancomycin resistance in enterococci  from 2 neighboring hospitals.  In: Programs and 

https://www.nationalacademies.org/event/42703_05-2024_optimizing-federal-state-and-local-response-to-public-health-emergencies-a-workshop
https://www.nationalacademies.org/event/42703_05-2024_optimizing-federal-state-and-local-response-to-public-health-emergencies-a-workshop
https://www.careeronestop.org/CompetencyModel/competency-models/pyramid-download.aspx?industry=public-health-it
https://www.careeronestop.org/CompetencyModel/competency-models/pyramid-download.aspx?industry=public-health-it
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abstracts of the 31st Interscience Conference on Antimicrobial Agents and Chemotherapy [# 984].  
Washington, DC:  American Society for Microbiology, 1991 

7.  Wurtz RM, Kocka FE, et al.  Blue green algae associated with diarrheal outbreak.  In: Abstracts of the 
Annual Meeting. [# c-21]  American Society for Microbiology. Washington, DC. 1991.  

8.  Pons V, Wurtz RM.  Vascular graft infections: a 25-year experience of 170 cases. J Vasc Surgery.  
1991;13:751-753 [letter] 

9.  Moye G, Wurtz RM.  Handwashing machines as a possible source of nosocomial infection. In: Abstracts 
of the Annual Conference of the American Practitioners of Infection Control, 1992.  Am J Infect Cont 
1992; 20:102 

10. Fernandez J, Khalil T, Dorigan F, Wurtz R, Kocka F.  Group G streptococcal isolates : a three year 
experience. In: Abstracts of the annual meeting: Abstract No. # 736.  American Society for Microbiology. 
Washington, D.C., 1992 

11. Fernandez J, Pulvirenti J, Wurtz R, Panovic S, Kocka F.  Mycobacterium tuberculosis bacteremia at Cook 
County Hospital: a 30-month experience.[American Society  for Microbiology, Annual Meeting, 1993: 
Abstract No. U 82 

12. Wurtz R, O’Neal B, Dolan M, Azarcon E.  Student infection control orientation and screening.  
Abstracts of the Annual Conference of the American Practitioners of Infection Control, 1993 

13.  Karajovic M, Wurtz R, Hanumadass M, Dacumos E.  Nosocomial infection and intubation on a burn 
critical care unit. Society for Hospital Epidemiologists of America, Annual Meeting, 1993, Abstract # 47 

14. Paul WS, Lee C, Kuharik J, Wurtz B.  Surveillance for drug-resistant tuberculosis in Chicago. American 
Lung Association/American Thoracic Society International Conference, San Francisco, May 1993 

15. Hanumadass M, Karajovic M, Dacumos E, Jovanovic B, Wurtz R.  Nosocomial infections in a burn 
intensive care unit. 1993, Proceedings of the 3rd Sino-American Conference on Burns and Trauma 

16.  Wurtz R, Lama J, Lee C, Kuharik J. A new class of close contacts: TST conversions in TB field staff. 
CDC Public Health Session, American Thoracic Society Meeting, Boston, May 1994 

17. Wurtz R, Cohen R, Cocciarella L. Efficacy of infection control measures to limit occupational exposure 
to tuberculosis. Infect Control Hosp Epi 1994;15:P40 

18. Fernandez J, Jovanovic B, Wurtz R. Real and apparent tuberculin skin test conversions in a cohort of 
medical students. Infect Control Hosp Epi 1994;15:P40 [letter] 

19. Santiago J, Wurtz R. Nosocomial infections on an AIDS ward. Infect Control Hosp Epi 1994;15:P27 
20. Wurtz R, Bush P, Styles L, Ranchero B, Sung K. The ‘roving team:’ one approach to hospital employee 

infection control screening. Hosp Epi and Infect Cont 1994; 15:141-142 
21. Wurtz R.  Review of “Ps aeruginosa bronchopulmonary infection in late HIV disease,” in Infect Dis Clin 

Prac 1994;3:132-133 
22. Wurtz R.  Review of “Two year HIV-1 associated mortality in a Ugandan rural population” in Infect Dis 

Clin Pract 1994;3:385-386 
23. Ramrakhyani R, Sherer R, Cohen G, Jovanovic B, Wurtz R. Medical follow-up for HIV seropositive 

patients in the year following diagnosis. Clinical Inf Dis [abstract 293] 1994;19:612 
24. Wurtz R, Lama J, Lee C, Kuharik J.  A new class of close contacts: TST conversions in TB field staff. 

Society for Occupational and Environmental Health, Tuberculosis in the Workplace, Bethesda MD, 
December 1-2, 1994. 

25. Cocchiarella LA, Cohen R, Wurtz R. Occupational tuberculosis infection of housestaff at a public 
hospital in the era of resurgent tuberculosis. Society for Occupational and Environmental Health, 
Tuberculosis in the Workplace, Bethesda MD, December 1-2, 1994. 

26. Wurtz R, DeMarais P, Kocka F, McAuley J, Dietrich S. Specimen contamination in a mycobacteriology 
lab. ASM Annual Meeting, 1995 
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27. Wurtz R. Review of “Amplification of DNA of Mycobacterium tuberculosis from peripheral blood of patients 
with pulmonary tuberculosis” in Inf Dis Clin Pract 1995;4 

28. Wittrock B, Lavin MA, Webber D, Wurtz R. Change in ventilator circuit associated with pseudomonas 
outbreak in a neonatal ICU. APIC, 1996, Atlanta, GA 

29. Zawacki A, Lavin MA, Thomson R, Cook F, Wurtz R. Rehabilitation unit surveillance for vancomycin-
resistant enterococci. APIC, 1996, Atlanta, GA 

30. Lavin MA, Zawacki A, Wittrock B, Ballinger W, Thomson R, Cook F, Wurtz R. Screening of high risk 
hospital admissions for vancomycin resistant enterococci. APIC, 1996, Atlanta, Ga. 

31. Wurtz RM. Specimen contamination in mycobacteriology laboratory detected by pseudo-outbreak of 
multidrug-resistant tuberculosis. Author’s reply [letter]. J Clin Micro 1996;34:3257 

32. Lavin MA, Wittrock B, Zawacki A, Ballinger W, Wurtz R. Community infection control curbside 
consults. [letter] American Journal of Infection Control 1998;26:83-84 

33. Lavin MA, Wittrock B, Zawacki A, Ballinger W, Wurtz R. Community infection control curbside 
consults. APIC Annual Meeting, New Orleans, June 1997. 

34. Lavin MA, Wurtz R. Needlesticks in patient care techs. APIC Annual Meeting, New Orleans, June 1997. 
35. Wurtz R, Wittrock B, Lavin MA, Zawacki A. The contribution of new surgeons to surgical site infection 

rates. Society for Healthcare Epidemiology of America. 1997 Annual Meeting, St Louis.  
36. Thomson RB, Morgan K, Schwabe L, Kostecki B, Wurtz B. Use of cytospin gram-stain to identify 

negative and grossly contaminated urine specimens and to guide direct susceptibility testing. ASM Annual 
Meeting, Miami, May 1997 

37. Wurtz R, White W. The cost of tuberculosis: utilization and estimated charges for the diagnosis and 
treatment of tuberculosis in a public health system. First Annual Chicago Health Services Research 
Symposium, January 1997 

38. Wurtz R. Unexplained deaths due to possibly infectious causes/ICD 799: does autopsy provide the 
answer? 35th Annual IDSA, San Francisco, September 1997 

39. Wurtz R. Association of false-positive tuberculin skin tests and hepatitis B vaccination. 35th Annual 
IDSA, San Francisco, September 1997 

40. Enzler M, Agins H, Culligan P, Wurtz R. Pelvic osteomyelitis following bladder suspension using bone 
anchors. Society for Healthcare Epidemiology of American, 1998 Annual Meeting, Orlando 

41. Wittrock B, Lavin MA, Wurtz R. Parents as a vector for nosocomial infection in the neonatal intensive 
care unit. APIC Annual Meeting, 1998, San Diego 

42. Wurtz R. Abnormal fat distribution and use of protease inhibitors. [letter] Lancet 1998 351:1735-1736 
43. Wurtz R, Weinstein R. Microbiologic contamination and cleaning personal medical equipment. [letter] 

JAMA 1998;280:519-20 
44. Wurtz R, Enzler M, Thomson R, Pierry D. Streptococcal toxic shock transmitted by nosocomial and 

conjugal routes. Infectious Disease Society of America, 35th Annual Meeting Denver, November 1998   
45. Slom T, Wurtz R. Delta APACHE scores in the ICU: correlation with nosocomial infection. Society for 

Healthcare Epidemiology of America, 1999 Annual Meeting, San Francisco 
46. Kopan K, Tumbali Y, Lavin MA, Kehoe T, Wurtz R. Decline in arterial line infections in the ICU 

following implementation of a nurse practitioner-supervised placement and monitoring policy. Society for 
Healthcare Epidemiology of America, 1999 Annual Meeting, San Francisco 

47. Karon R, Martz C, Rabbitt S, Wurtz R. Decline in surgical site “infection” associated with use of sentinel 
lymph node biopsy technique in breast cancer surgery. Society for Healthcare Epidemiology of America, 
1999 Annual Meeting, San Francisco 

48. Wittrock B, Wurtz R. Contamination of radiocontrast dye by tap water. APIC Annual Meeting, 1999   
49. Ceaser S, Wurtz R. Antibiotic “leftovers.” Ann Intern Med 2000;133:74 [letter]  
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50. Wittrock B, Lavin MA, Pierry D, Thomson R, Wurtz R. Parents as a vector for nosocomial infection in 
the neonatal intensive care unit. Infect Cont Hosp Epi 2001;22:472 [letter] 

51. Tandez J, Passaro D, Ross L, Wurtz R. MPH students and epidemiologic surge capacity. APHA Annual 
Meeting, 2004, Washington, DC.   

52. Boone D, Miller S, Fallon K,  Fox B, Wurtz R, Zhang X.. Syndromic surveillance ++: STEMS: multiple 
overlapping data sources with multiple overlapping purposes. CDC Syndromic Surveillance Conference, 
Boston MA; Nov 2004   

52. Wurtz R. Modifying the Nationally Notifiable Conditions Mapping Tables to improve their usefulness 
in mapping clinical LIMS to disease reporting systems. 3rd Annual CDC PHIN Conference, Atlanta, 
May 2005 

53. Fox B, Campbell C, Gauthier G, Wurtz R. School-based syndromic surveillance and its unexpected 
benefits. CDC Syndromic Surveillance Conference, October 2005, Seattle, Washington   

54. Tatham B, Wurtz R. GIS in public health. ESRI Health GIS Conference, October 2005, Chicago   
55. Cameron BJ, Wurtz R. Electronic lab reporting opportunities for clinical LIMS vendors. 

LIMS/Newsletter 2005;(4):2 
56. Evans J, Fogerty R, Wurtz R. The inclusion of MPH students or public health content in problem-

based learning fails to elicit more public health-related learning issues. Patients and Populations: Public 
Health in Medical Education. CDC/AAMC. Cleveland, September 14-15, 2010     

57. Amick A, Zembower T, Reddy S, Wurtz R. Screening for Latent Tuberculosis (TB) infection in a low 
TB-endemic population: A comparison of QuantiFERON®-TB Gold In-Tube (QFT) and tuberculin 
skin testing (TST). Infectious Disease Society of America Annual Meeting, October 2011; Boston MA 

58. Wurtz R, Klein DA, Allen S. Assembling a community health assessment wiki as a teaching and 
learning tool. Oral presentation. Association for Prevention Teaching and Research. March 2013; 
Washington DC.  

59. Allen S, Klein DA, Wurtz RM. Assembling a community health assessment wiki as a teaching and 
learning tool. Innovation Forum ePoster. AAMC Information Technology in Academic Medicine 
Conference, June 2013; Vancouver, BC.  

60. Wurtz RM, O’Neil D. 8 principles of open health data. Public Health Informatics Conference, Atlanta 
GA. April/May 2014 (poster) 

61. Horvath M, Wurtz R, Virnig B, Engel-Nitz NM, Lal L, Elliott C, Dacosta Byfield SA. Investigating 
hospice utilization for oncology patients using a claims database. Abstract 6570, Annual Meeting, 
American Society of Clinical Oncology. June 2018 (poster) 

62. Balla A, Wurtz R. Racial and ethnic similarities of adherence to diabetic hemoglobin A1X testing and 
control measures: Congruence between patients and providers in a FQHC system in eastern North 
Carolina. American Society of Nephrology Annual Meeting 2020 (poster) 

63. Mikal J, Wurtz R, Grande S. Older adults’ online social engagement and its impacts on mental health and 
compliance with social distance recommendations following the COVID-19 pandemic outbreak: a 
longitudinal qualitative analysis. COMET Conference, June 2021 (oral presentation) 

64. Odowa Y, Wurtz R, Leider JP. Public health informatics: A necessary skillset for the public health 
workforce. MN Public Health Association Annual Meeting, May 2022. Poster. 

65. Rajamani S, Austin R, Odowa Y, Shah G, Rehman S, Mbah A, Singletary V, Fritz J, Harris R, Morris S, 
Renfro M, Schulman R, Orr J, Trachet S, Leider JP, Wurtz R. TRaining in Informatics for 
Underrepresented Minorities in Public Health (TRIUMPH): Federally Funded Workforce Development 
Program in Public Health Informatics and Technology. 2022 Council of State and Territorial 
Epidemiologists (CSTE) Annual Conference. June 2022. Poster 
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66. Odowa Y, Shah G, Rahman S, Rajamani S, Wurtz R. Academic-Practice Partnership to Build and 
Diversify the Public Health Informatics Workforce. American Public Health Association Annual Meeting 
and Expo. November 2022 

67. Rajamani S, Odowa Y and Wurtz R. Foundational Course in Public Health Informatics to meet Training 
Needs and Build Workforce Capacity. Proceedings of the 2023 IEEE 11th International Conference on 
Healthcare Informatics (ICHI), Houston, TX, USA, 2023, pp. 688-688, doi: 
10.1109/ICHI57859.2023.00120 

68. Odowa Y, Wurtz R, Rajamani S. Population Health Informatics and Technology (PHIT) Training to 
meet Public Health Needs. American Public Health Association (APHA) Annual Meeting and Expo. 
November 2023 

69. Odowa Y, Rajamani S, Austin R, Shah G, Waterfield K, Miles-Richardson S, Powers B, Singletary V, 
Winters T, Wurtz R. Sustainability Strategies: TRaining in Informatics for Underrepresented Minorities in 
Public Health (TRIUMPH) Consortium. ONC Public Health Informatics and Technology (PHIT) 
Workforce Development Program Community of Practice Presentation. November 2023 

70. Rajamani S, Odowa Y, Wurtz R. A Multi-Institutional Partnership Model for Public Health Informatics 
and Technology Workforce Development: The TRaining in Informatics for Underrepresented Minorities 
in Public Health (TRIUMPH) Consortium. Poster presentation at the 2024 AMIA Clinical Informatics 
Conference. May 2024 

71. Rajamani S, Odowa Y, Wurtz R. Capacity Building in Public Health Informatics and Technology: The 
TRaining in Informatics for Underrepresented Minorities in Public Health (TRIUMPH) Consortium. 
2024 Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists Annual Conference. June 2024 

72. Leider JP, Oldfield-Tabbert K, Wurtz R. Innovations in Minnesota with implications for public health 
practice nationally. Round Table Session, APHA, October 2024 

73. Baez M, Odowa Y, Wurtz R Rajamani S. Developing the public health informatics and technology 
workforce through applied training approaches. Poster. APHA, October 2024 

74. Wurtz R, Washington C, Archie B, Evers-Manly S, LaRoche F, Winters T.  Public health informatics 
workforce development. Panel Discussion, APHA, October 2024 

75. Baéz M, Wurtz R, Rajamani S. Evaluation of mobile health apps for public health. NACCHO 360 
Annual Conference. July 14-18, 2025 

76. Baéz M, Rajamani S, Wurtz R. Assessing mHealth apps focused on population and public health needs. 
AMIA Annual Conference, November 2025, Atlanta GA 

77. Kim C, Austin RR, Wurtz R, Delaney CW, Rajamani S. Applications of Artificial Intelligence in the 
Control of Infectious Diseases: A Scoping Review in the Post-COVID Era. AMIA Annual Conference, 
November 2025, Atlanta GA 

Book Reviews  

1.  JAMA. 1983; 249:2827-28 
2.  Social Science and Medicine.  1984; 19:1252-53 
3.  JAMA. 1985; 253: 269 
4.  Social Science and Medicine.  1987; 24:689-699 
5.  JAMA. 1987; 258:2442  
6. Clin Infect Dis 2000;30:817 
7. Ann Inter Med 2002;136:176 
8. Wurtz R. The Yellow Flag: Quarantine and the British Mediterranean World, 1780–1860. Emerg Infect 

Dis. 2021;27:2243. https://doi.org/10.3201/eid2708.210997 

https://apha.confex.com/apha/2024/meetingapp.cgi/Paper/556844
https://apha.confex.com/apha/2024/meetingapp.cgi/Paper/556844
https://apha.confex.com/apha/2024/meetingapp.cgi/Paper/556208
https://apha.confex.com/apha/2024/meetingapp.cgi/Paper/556208
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Selected Media Interviews 

 “How turmoil at the CDC could threaten public health.” MPR News, September 10, 2025 
  “Minnesotans’ access to COVID-19 vaccines safe for now, health experts say.” MNPost, September 10, 2025 
  “UMN Experts Warn of Health System Meltdown Amid Budget Cuts & Disease Surge.” MN Hoodline, May 

23, 2025 
 “Why Trump’s Decision to Leave the WHO Is a Catastrophe in the Making.” Gizmodo. January 21, 2025 
“The flu shot is different this year thanks to COVID,” NPR. October 17, 2024 
"Is It OK to Be Around People When You Have COVID?" AARP. August 9, 2024 
"A growing COVID-19 variant has taken off this holiday season. How to protect yourself." USA Today. 

December 13, 2023 
"New Covid vaccines are coming out. Should you get one?," Vox. September 9, 2023 
"In Carlton County, a battle over green cemeteries spirals to affect the whole state," Minneapolis Star Tribune. 

September 1, 2023 
"Alberta’s change to COVID data reporting leaves parents concerned," Global News Canada. August 16, 2023 
"Will there be another 'tripledemic'? 3 infectious disease experts weigh in," Becker Medical Letter. July 2023 
"Health experts expect rise in COVID cases as airline, public transit mask mandates reverse," KARE-TV. April 

19, 2022 
"It’s not too late for new Covid-19 drugs to change the pandemic," Vox. March 28, 2022 
"University of Minnesota receives grant to train underrepresented communities in public health informatics," 

Minn Post. March 25, 2022 
"Angela Davis," MPR. March 3, 2022 
Ask the Doctor: Navigating the ‘New Math’ of Omicron in Schools," The 74. January 7, 2022 
"Boosters, vigilance help keep COVID away for the holidays, experts say," MPR. December 23, 2021 
"We need to start thinking differently about breakthrough infections," Time. December 21, 2021 
"Don’t be surprised when you get omicron," The Atlantic. December 15, 2021 
"Four big questions about omicron," New York Times. December 7, 2021 
"The Facts Behind the COVID-19 Delta Variant.," Pew Charitable Trust. August 27, 2021 
"Delta variant doubles the risk of hospitalization, study confirms," NBC News. August 27, 2021  
"As concern over more COVID-19 cases grow, cancellation of Olympics is considered," KARE-TV. July 20, 

2021 
"Hopeful news on Delta," New York Times. July 15, 2021 
"How should top tier sports be handling the coronavirus?," Politifact. July 7, 2021 
"Minnesota passes 3 million vaccine recipients mark," Star Tribune. June 16, 2021 
"Michigan bet big on mass vaccine events for COVID-19. It didn’t work out as hoped.," USA Today. June 9, 

2021 
"Do I need to get tested for COVID-19 if I'm vaccinated?," Associated Press. June 3, 2021 
"What does the approval of the Pfizer vaccine for teens and preteens mean for my child?" Kaiser Health News. 

May 14, 2021 
"Joe Rogan is using his wildly popular podcast to question vaccines. Experts are fighting back." Washington 

Post. April 28, 2021 
"Study: Hawaii’s measured vaccine rollout has gotten better results than 80% of the country," Hawaii News 

Now. March 23, 2021 
"Misinformation and the coronavirus vaccines," Pew Charitable Trust. March 12, 2021 
"Vaccine alarmism," New York Times. February 19, 2021 
"What To Do Without A Second Dose Of Vaccine, Experts Say," Wall Street Journal February 14, 2021 
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Fiction (Short Stories) 

Wurtz R. “This is a love story.” Postcard Shorts. January 2014 http://www.postcardshorts.com/read-
2146.html 

Wurtz R. “Hands moving through hair.” Runner Up, Texas Observer 2015 Short Story contest 
http://www.texasobserver.org/short-story-contest-finalist-hands-moving-through-hair/ 

Wurtz R. “Advice.” Postcard Poems and Prose. October 2015  
  https://postcardpoemsandprose.wordpress.com/2015/10/30/advice-by-rebecca-wurtz/ 
Wurtz R. “Xuefei and his heart.” Hummingbird Prize for Flash Fiction, 2016. 

http://pulpliterature.com/the-brilliant-hummingbirds/ 
Wurtz R. “Water like air.” Finalist, 2017 Chicago Tribune Nelson Algren Literary Award. 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/lifestyles/books/literary-awards/ct-algren-award-finalist-water-like-air-

by-rebecca-wurtz-20170609-story.html 
Wurtz R. The Mapmaker’s Body. Longlist, Stockholm Writers Festival First Pages Prize, 2018. 
Wurtz R. The Mapmaker’s Body. Embark. Issue 7, January 2019. 
Wurtz R. “The third story.” Bellevue Literary Review Issue 38, 2020 
Wurtz R. “The river and the change it brings.” Finalist, Mighty River Short Story Contest, 2020; Big 

Muddy Literary Review. 
Wurtz R. The Mapmaker’s Body. Finalist, The Nilsen Prize, 2020 
Wurtz R. The Mapmaker’s Body. Longlist, Master’s Review, 2022 Novel Excerpt Contest  

Fiction (Novels) 

County, Kind of a Love Story 9 Bean Rows Press, 2010 
All the Black Maps 2016 
Pears 2017 
The Mapmaker’s Body 2018 
One Mississippi 2023 
Travels with Cows, 2024 
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