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Associate Professor (2014-2021), Professor (2021-present);
Distinguished University Teaching Professor

University of Minnesota School of Public Health, Minneapolis MN
Director, Executive (2014-present), Traditional (2015-2022), and
Distance (2020-present) Public Health Administration & Policy MPH programs

Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine Chicago IL
Clinical Assistant Professor of Medicine, 1995-1998

Clinical Associate Professor of Preventive Medicine, 1998-2014

MPH Program Director, 2009-2014

Adjunct Associate Professor, Department of Anthropology, 2009-2014

Intelligent Medical Objects, Northbrook IL — Senior Medical Terminologist

Designed controlled vocabularies for interface between electronic health
information databases (e.g., SNOMED, LOINC, ICD-9, HCPCS, CPT, GWAS)

Dearborn Advisors, Chicago IL — Medical Officer

Implemented enterprise-wide health care information systems

Scientific Technologies Corporation, Tucson AZ — Chief Medical Officer
Designed, built, and implemented electronic infectious disease surveillance
systems for local, state, federal (CDC NEDSS), and international (Special
Administrative Region of Hong Kong, Canada Health | Santé Canada, Australia
Department of Health and Aged Care )
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2002-2003 Hlinois Department of Public Health Chicago/Springfield 1L

Deputy Medical Director; directed Health Protection Division, managed 2003

civilian smallpox vaccination campaign

2000-2002 Chicago Board of Health Chicago IL
President
1995-2001 Evanston Hospital Evanston 1L

Senior Attending, Infectious Disease
Hospital Epidemiologist

1993-1994 Chicago Department of Public Health Chicago, IL

Medical Director, TB Control

1990-1995 Cook County Hospital Chicago IL

Senior Physician, Division of Infectious Diseases
Hospital Epidemiologist

Education
1995 University of Illinois Chicago IL
MPH, Concentration in Biostatistics and Epidemiology
1985 Harvard Medical School Boston MA
MD
1978 Yale University New Haven CT

BA in history, cum lande

Courses taught

Currently

PubH 6718 Introduction to Public Health Informatics (University of Minnesota)

PubH 7741 Leadership and Managing Change (University of Minnesota)

PubH 7784 Master’s Project Seminar (University of Minnesota)

TRM 32001 Pandemics and Emergency Management (University of Chicago Graham School)

Previously

Management of Health Organizations (University of Minnesota)

Communicable Diseases and Public Health (Northwestern University Program in Public Health)

Public Health Informatics (Northwestern University Program in Public Health)

Humanitarian Response (Northwestern University Program in Public Health)

Introduction to Public Health (Northwestern University Department of Anthropology)

Foundations of Health and Society (Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine)

Topics in Emergency Management: Critical Infrastructure Vulnerabilities (University of Chicago Graham
School)

Grants

DHHS Office of the National Coordinator Public Health Information Technology Workforce Development

Program, 9/2021-9/2025 - $8,200,000

UMN-USAID One Health Workforce (OHW) project, 2014-2018, in East Africa (investigator)
NUCATS Community Engaged Research Partnership Building Grant, 2012-2013 - $25,000



Portes Foundation Grant, 2010 - $100,000
Great Cities Faculty Seed Fund, 1994 - $10,000
National Foundation for Infectious Disease Young Investigator Matching Grant Award, 1990 - $5,000

Grant Reviews

Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, TB Initiative, National Advisory Committee, 1993-1996
Alliance for Research in Chicagoland Communities Grant Reviews 2010, 2011, 2012

University and Program Committees

University of Minnesota School of Public Health: Core Curriculum Redesign, 2014-2019; Education Policy
Committee, 2015-; multiple programs’ admissions committees

Northwestern Program in Public Health: Executive Committee, 2001-2013, Professional Experience
Committee, 2001-2008, Evaluation Committee, 2008-2013; Medical School: Curriculum Renewal, Health and
Society Workgroup, 2010-2013; University: Globalization Workgroup of the University’s Strategic Plan,
2010; NUFSM Steering Committee on Global Health Education, 2011-2014; 2013 One Book One
Northwestern Steering Committee, 2009-2014

Volunteer Activities (current only)
UMN Medical Reserve Corps, 2019-
External Committee and Board Appointments

Current/Recent
National Academy of Science, Engineering, and Medicine Public Health Emergencies Workshop Planning,
October 2023-May 2024
ONC PHIT Workforce Standard Occupational Classification (SOC) Workgroup, June 2023-
Region V Public Health Training Center Strategic Skills Subcommittee, 2019-
Otho Sprague Institute Board of Directors, 2001-, Secretary, 2009-2014, Vice President, 2014-2019, Chair,
Programs and Grants Committee 2014-2019, Board Executive Committee 2009-2024, President 2019-2024

Past

Chicago Department of Health Tactical Advisory Group; Chicago Metropolitan TB Coalition (member 1993-
1999, co-chair, 1998-1999); Regional Health Coalition, 2001-present; SHEA Practice Councilor, 1997-1998,
SHEA Treasurer 2001-2002, SHEA Annual Meeting Planning Committee 1998-present; SHEA Annual
Meeting Scientific Program Chair, 2002; IDSA Committee on Professional Development and Equity
(member 1998-1999, chair 2000-2002); Bally Total Fitness Sports Medicine Advisory Board, 2000-2004;
NALBOH Executive Board, 2001-2003; AMIA Public Health and Public Policy Committee, 2003-2005; City
of Chicago Board of Trustees, Policemen’s and Firemen’s Death Benefit Fund, 2000-2002

Awards

University of Minnesota School of Public Health Charles N. Hewitt Creative Teaching Award, 2025

University of Minnesota Award for Outstanding Contributions to Graduate and Professional Education,
Academy of Distinguished Teachers, 2021

University of Minnesota Council of Graduate Students Outstanding Advising and Mentoring Award, 2016

University of Chicago Graham School Excellence in Teaching Award, 2014

Delta Omega Innovative Curriculum Award, Runner Up, 2013, Assembling a community health assessment
wiki as a teaching and learning tool.

Northwestern Program in Public Health Teacher of the Year, 2012-2013



Feinberg Academy of Medical Educators, Member (2011- 2014)
Delta Omega, 2010, 2015

Institute of Medicine of Chicago, Fellow (2001)

Best Doctors in Chicago, 1995- 2001

Evanston Hospital, Attending of the Year, 1995-1996, Honorable Mention, 1996-1997
Cook County Hospital, Consulting Attending of the Year - Honorable Mention, 1991 -1992
Rush-Presbyterian-St. Luke's Medical Center: Intern of the Year 1985-1986; Resident of

the year, 1986-1987, 1987-1988
Yale College: BA cum lande

Yale College: Jackson Prize (for contribution to Yale and residential college)

Manuscript Reviewer

Annals of Internal Medicine

Clindcal Infections Diseases

Infection Control and Hospital Epidemiology
Journal of Public Health Practice and Management
Journal of Infections Diseases

PLoS ONE

Professional Memberships

American College of Physicians, Fellow

Infectious Disease Society of America, Fellow

American Society for Microbiology, Member

Society of Healthcare Epidemiologists of America (SHEA), Fellow
American Public Health Association, Member

American Medical Informatics Association, Member

International Health Data Linkage Network, Member

Certification, Licensure, and Identifying Numbers

Board certified in internal medicine: 9/1988, #118089
Board certified in infectious disease, 11/1990, #118089

Recertified in internal medicine and infectious disease, 5/2000, #118089
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Workshop Proceedings

Optimizing Federal, State, and Local Response to Public Health Emergencies - A Workshop. May 30-31, 2024.
National Academy of Science, Engineering, and Medicine.
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Non-Peer Reviewed Commentary
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Baez M, Rajamani S, Wurtz R. Comment on “Statistical Policy Directive No. 10, Standard Occupational
Classification (SOC)-Updates for 2028”. Federal Register. Doc # 2024-12825. August 14, 2024
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54. Tatham B, Wurtz R. GIS in public health. ESRI Health GIS Conference, October 2005, Chicago

55. Cameron BJ, Wurtz R. Electronic lab reporting opportunities for clinical LIMS vendors.
LIMS/Newsletter 2005;(4):2

56. Evans J, Fogerty R, Wurtz R. The inclusion of MPH students or public health content in problem-
based learning fails to elicit more public health-related learning issues. Patients and Populations: Public
Health in Medical Education. CDC/AAMC. Cleveland, September 14-15, 2010

57. Amick A, Zembower T, Reddy S, Wurtz R. Screening for Latent Tuberculosis (TB) infection in a low
TB-endemic population: A comparison of QuantitFERON®-TB Gold In-Tube (QFT) and tuberculin
skin testing (TST). Infectious Disease Society of America Annual Meeting, October 2011; Boston MA

58. Wurtz R, Klein DA, Allen S. Assembling a community health assessment wiki as a teaching and
learning tool. Oral presentation. Association for Prevention Teaching and Research. March 2013;
Washington DC.

59. Allen §, Klein DA, Wurtz RM. Assembling a community health assessment wiki as a teaching and
learning tool. Innovation Forum ePoster. AAMC Information Technology in Academic Medicine
Conference, June 2013; Vancouver, BC.

60. Wurtz RM, O’Neil D. 8 principles of open health data. Public Health Informatics Conference, Atlanta
GA. April/May 2014 (poster)

61. Horvath M, Wurtz R, Virnig B, Engel-Nitz NM, Lal L, Elliott C, Dacosta Byfield SA. Investigating
hospice utilization for oncology patients using a claims database. Abstract 6570, Annual Meeting,
American Society of Clinical Oncology. June 2018 (poster)

62. Balla A, Wurtz R. Racial and ethnic similarities of adherence to diabetic hemoglobin A1X testing and

control measures: Congruence between patients and providers in a FQHC system in eastern North
Carolina. American Society of Nephrology Annual Meeting 2020 (poster)

63. Mikal J, Wurtz R, Grande S. Older adults’ online social engagement and its impacts on mental health and
compliance with social distance recommendations following the COVID-19 pandemic outbreak: a
longitudinal qualitative analysis. COMET Conference, June 2021 (oral presentation)

64. Odowa Y, Wurtz R, Leider JP. Public health informatics: A necessary skillset for the public health
workforce. MN Public Health Association Annual Meeting, May 2022. Poster.

65. Rajamani S, Austin R, Odowa Y, Shah G, Rehman S, Mbah A, Singletary V, Fritz J, Harris R, Mottis S,
Renfro M, Schulman R, Orr J, Trachet S, Leider JP, Wurtz R. TRaining in Informatics for
Underrepresented Minorities in Public Health (TRIUMPH): Federally Funded Workforce Development
Program in Public Health Informatics and Technology. 2022 Council of State and Territorial
Epidemiologists (CSTE) Annual Conference. June 2022. Poster
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66. Odowa Y, Shah G, Rahman S, Rajamani S, Wurtz R. Academic-Practice Partnership to Build and
Diversify the Public Health Informatics Workforce. American Public Health Association Annual Meeting
and Expo. November 2022

67. Rajamani S, Odowa Y and Wurtz R. Foundational Course in Public Health Informatics to meet Training
Needs and Build Workforce Capacity. Proceedings of the 2023 IEEE 11th International Conference on
Healthcare Informatics 1CHI), Houston, TX, USA, 2023, pp. 688-688, doi:
10.1109/1CHI57859.2023.00120

68. Odowa Y, Wurtz R, Rajamani S. Population Health Informatics and Technology (PHIT) Training to
meet Public Health Needs. American Public Health Association (APHA) Annual Meeting and Expo.
November 2023

69. Odowa Y, Rajamani S, Austin R, Shah G, Waterfield K, Miles-Richardson S, Powers B, Singletary V,
Winters T, Wurtz R. Sustainability Strategies: TRaining in Informatics for Underrepresented Minorities in
Public Health (TRIUMPH) Consortium. ONC Public Health Informatics and Technology (PHIT)
Workforce Development Program Community of Practice Presentation. November 2023

70. Rajamani S, Odowa Y, Wurtz R. A Multi-Institutional Partnership Model for Public Health Informatics
and Technology Workforce Development: The TRaining in Informatics for Underrepresented Minorities
in Public Health (TRIUMPH) Consortium. Poster presentation at the 2024 AMIA Clinical Informatics
Conference. May 2024

71. Rajamani S, Odowa Y, Wurtz R. Capacity Building in Public Health Informatics and Technology: The
TRaining in Informatics for Underrepresented Minorities in Public Health (TRIUMPH) Consortium.
2024 Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists Annual Conference. June 2024

72. Leider JP, Oldfield-Tabbert KK, Wurtz R. Innovations in Minnesota with implications for public health
practice nationally. Round Table Session, APHA, October 2024

73. Baez M, Odowa Y, Wurtz R Rajamani S. Developing the public health informatics and technology
workforce through applied training approaches. Poster. APHA, October 2024

74. Wurtz R, Washington C, Archie B, Evers-Manly S, LaRoche F, Winters T. Public health informatics
workforce development. Panel Discussion, APHA, October 2024

75. Baéz M, Wurtz R, Rajamani S. Evaluation of mobile health apps for public health. NACCHO 360
Annual Conference. July 14-18, 2025

76. Baéz M, Rajamani S, Wurtz R. Assessing mHealth apps focused on population and public health needs.
AMIA Annual Conference, November 2025, Atlanta GA

77. Kim C, Austin RR, Wurtz R, Delaney CW, Rajamani S. Applications of Artificial Intelligence in the
Control of Infectious Diseases: A Scoping Review in the Post-COVID Era. AMIA Annual Conference,
November 2025, Atlanta GA

Book Reviews

. JAMA. 1983; 249:2827-28

. Social Science and Medicine. 1984; 19:1252-53

. JAMA. 1985; 253: 269

. Social Science and Medicine. 1987; 24:689-699

. JAMA. 1987; 258:2442

. Clin Infect Dis 2000;30:817

. Ann Inter Med 2002;136:176

. Wurtz R. The Yellow Flag: Quarantine and the British Mediterranean World, 1780-1860. Emerg Infect
Dis. 2021;27:2243. https:/ /doi.org/10.3201/¢id2708.210997
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https://apha.confex.com/apha/2024/meetingapp.cgi/Paper/556844
https://apha.confex.com/apha/2024/meetingapp.cgi/Paper/556844
https://apha.confex.com/apha/2024/meetingapp.cgi/Paper/556208
https://apha.confex.com/apha/2024/meetingapp.cgi/Paper/556208

Selected Media Intetviews

“How turmoil at the CDC could threaten public health.” MPR News, September 10, 2025

“Minnesotans’ access to COVID-19 vaccines safe for now, health experts say.” MNPost, September 10, 2025

“UMN Experts Warn of Health System Meltdown Amid Budget Cuts & Disease Surge.” MN Hoodline, May
23,2025

“Why Trump’s Decision to Leave the WHO Is a Catastrophe in the Making.” Gizmodo. January 21, 2025

“The flu shot is different this year thanks to COVID,” NPR. October 17, 2024

"Is It OK to Be Around People When You Have COVID?" AARP. August 9, 2024

"A growing COVID-19 variant has taken off this holiday season. How to protect yourself." USA Today.
December 13, 2023

"New Covid vaccines are coming out. Should you get one?," Vox. September 9, 2023

"In Carlton County, a battle over green cemeteties spirals to affect the whole state,” Minneapolis Star Tribune.
September 1, 2023

"Alberta’s change to COVID data reporting leaves parents concerned," Global News Canada. August 16, 2023

"Will there be another 'tripledemic'? 3 infectious disease experts weigh in," Becker Medical Letter. July 2023

"Health experts expect rise in COVID cases as airline, public transit mask mandates reverse," KARE-TV. April
19, 2022

"It’s not too late for new Covid-19 drugs to change the pandemic," Vox. March 28, 2022

"University of Minnesota receives grant to train underrepresented communities in public health informatics,"
Minn Post. March 25, 2022

"Angela Davis," MPR. March 3, 2022

Ask the Doctor: Navigating the ‘New Math’ of Omicron in Schools," The 74. January 7, 2022

"Boosters, vigilance help keep COVID away for the holidays, experts say," MPR. December 23, 2021

"We need to start thinking differently about breakthrough infections," Time. December 21, 2021

"Don’t be surprised when you get omicron," The Atlantic. December 15, 2021

"Four big questions about omicron," New York Times. December 7, 2021

"The Facts Behind the COVID-19 Delta Variant.," Pew Charitable Trust. August 27, 2021

"Delta variant doubles the risk of hospitalization, study confirms," NBC News. August 27, 2021

"As concern over more COVID-19 cases grow, cancellation of Olympics is considered," KARE-TV. July 20,
2021

"Hopeful news on Delta," New York Times. July 15, 2021

"How should top tier spotts be handling the coronaviruse," Politifact. July 7, 2021

"Minnesota passes 3 million vaccine recipients mark," Star Tribune. June 16, 2021

"Michigan bet big on mass vaccine events for COVID-19. It didn’t work out as hoped.," USA Today. June 9,
2021

"Do I need to get tested for COVID-19 if I'm vaccinated?,”" Associated Press. June 3, 2021

"What does the approval of the Pfizer vaccine for teens and preteens mean for my child?" Kaiser Health News.
May 14, 2021

"Joe Rogan is using his wildly popular podcast to question vaccines. Experts are fighting back." Washington
Post. April 28, 2021

"Study: Hawaii’s measured vaccine rollout has gotten better results than 80% of the country," Hawaii News
Now. March 23, 2021

"Misinformation and the coronavirus vaccines," Pew Charitable Trust. March 12, 2021

"Vaccine alarmism," New York Times. February 19, 2021

"What To Do Without A Second Dose Of Vaccine, Experts Say," Wall Street Journal February 14, 2021
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Fiction (Short Stories)

Waurtz R. “This is a love story.” Postcard Shorts. January 2014 http://www.postcardshorts.com/read-
2146.html
Waurtz R. “Hands moving through hair.” Runner Up, Texas Observer 2015 Short Story contest

http:/ /www.texasobserver.org/short-story-contest-finalist-hands-moving-through-hair

Wurtz R. “Advice.” Postcard Poems and Prose. October 2015
https://postcardpoemsandprose.wordpress.com/2015/10/30/advice-by-rebecca-wurtz
Waurtz R. “Xuefei and his heart.” Hummingbird Prize for Flash Fiction, 2016.
http://pulpliterature.com/the-brilliant-hummingbirds

Waurtz R. “Water like air.” Finalist, 2017 Chicago Tribune Nelson Algren Literary Award.
http://www.chicagotribune.com/lifestyles /books/literary-awards/ ct-aloren-award-finalist-water-like-ait-

by-rebecca-wurtz-20170609-story.html
Wurtz R. The Mapmaker’s Body. Longlist, Stockholm Writers Festival First Pages Prize, 2018.
Wurtz R. The Mapmaker’s Body. Embark. Issue 7, January 2019.
Waurtz R. “The third story.” Bellevue Literary Review Issue 38, 2020
Waurtz R. “The river and the change it brings.” Finalist, Mighty River Short Story Contest, 2020; Big

Muddy Literary Review.
Wurtz R. The Mapmaker’s Body. Finalist, The Nilsen Prize, 2020
Waurtz R. The Mapmaker’s Body. Longlist, Master’s Review, 2022 Novel Excerpt Contest

Fiction (Novels)

County, Kind of a L.ove Story 9 Bean Rows Press, 2010
All the Black Maps 2016
Pears 2017

The Mapmaker’s Body 2018

One Mississippi 2023
Travels with Cows, 2024

May 2025
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http://www.postcardshorts.com/read-2146.html
http://www.postcardshorts.com/read-2146.html
http://www.texasobserver.org/short-story-contest-finalist-hands-moving-through-hair/
https://postcardpoemsandprose.wordpress.com/2015/10/30/advice-by-rebecca-wurtz/
http://pulpliterature.com/the-brilliant-hummingbirds/
http://www.chicagotribune.com/lifestyles/books/literary-awards/ct-algren-award-finalist-water-like-air-by-rebecca-wurtz-20170609-story.html
http://www.chicagotribune.com/lifestyles/books/literary-awards/ct-algren-award-finalist-water-like-air-by-rebecca-wurtz-20170609-story.html

